
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday, April 10th 2017 
 
Dear Church Family and Partners in Ministry,  
 
On Thursday, April 6th, after a few meetings with Pastor Paul and the search committee for the Director 
of Youth and Discipleship position, I can humbly and graciously announce that I have accepted and will 
be returning to ministry at Tullahoma First United Methodist Church. I resigned my position almost 6 
months ago and regretted it soon thereafter. I have learned a lot about myself during this whole process 
and what I have come to discover is that struggling with one’s call is a normal thing, however, it is 
imperative to have trusted mentors outside of your direct ministry setting to walk with you in your faith 
journey. Therefore, during my return to the church, I will have people in place to meet with me on a 
regular basis for prayer and honest dialogue about my life and faith.  
 
I am honored because FUMC is more than just a ministry to me, it is a family. Our youth at FUMC are 
some of the most amazing people I have ever met. I consider each of you my brothers and sisters in 
Christ and what God has done through our church is truly amazing. I feel very blessed to be a part of the 
future of FUMC.  
 
With that said, I am writing to say that much prayer has gone into this decision. The wonderful folks 
serving on the SPRC committee, Pastor Paul and I have discussed what my responsibilities will be as 
Director of Youth Ministry and Discipleship. I am ready to come back with a full and rested heart. Our 
church is fortunate to have a skilled and dedicated staff and I look forward to serving alongside each of 
them. After hearing of Pastor Paul’s leaving last Thursday, I grieve with you during this transition as Paul 
is sent to Belmont UMC. Paul has been a wonderful mentor and Pastor to me and my family and we will 
miss him. May we as a church body be in prayer for Pastor Rickey Wade and his family as they come to 
serve the people of Tullahoma. Transition is always tough, but we have such wonderful people, it will feel 
like home in no time.  
 
I ask for your continued prayers as we live our lives together. We know that we will face challenges and 
hardships but we can trust in what the Lord has told us. We can trust that these challenges are used by 
God to strengthen our faith and so that we will be better able to serve our neighbors here in Tullahoma 
and beyond.  
 
As I return to FUMC, I ask for your forgiveness for stepping away from this ministry instead of seeking 
renewal. I am definitely a work in progress. I recognize more and more each day how much I need God's 
grace and I ask for your patience as we continue to grow together in the gracious mercy of Almighty God. 
 
Friends, God has given each of us the most precious gift of all, the gift of His Son our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
It is at this time of year where the joy of the Resurrection abounds with the shouts of thanksgiving and 
songs of praise. 
 
I rejoice in my renewed call and our fresh opportunity to engage in God’s kingdom work. May the Lord 
continue to bless us and our ministry as He has been so generous in His blessings in our past and I am 
hopeful and excited for our future together. May God bless you all! 
 
Love and Grace, 
 
 
Kris Roberts 


